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and the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. SMITH) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from American Samoa.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from American Samoa?

There was no objection.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, again I rise in strong
support of this legislation and thank
my good friend, the gentleman from
New Jersey, on the other side of the
aisle for his support in managing this
legislation. I also want to thank the
leadership of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, Chairman LANTOS and our sen-
ior ranking member, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, for their leadership and sup-
port of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, to millions around the
globe, Peace Corps is the ‘“human face”
of America. For more than 46 years,
the Peace Corps has helped the people
of developing countries meet their
needs for trained men and women and
in the process has promoted a better
understanding of America.

The legislation before the House
today is a technical bill requested by
the administration. It will facilitate
the provision of separation pay to the
many foreign nationals who work for
the Peace Corps overseas. The bill ac-
complishes this objective in an open
and transparent manner to ensure the
complete accountability to the Amer-
ican taxpayers.

With that, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 3528, legisla-
tion introduced by our distinguished
chairman, ToM LANTOS, that will help
the Peace Corps eliminate a small but
important discrepancy between its ac-
counting and its expenditures.

Under foreign local law and the
terms of their contracts, the Peace
Corps is frequently required to make
separation payments to personal serv-
ice contractors overseas, for example, a
lump sum payment equal to 1 month’s
salary for every year of service. The
Peace Corps is required to account for
that liability on its books every year
even though those funds are not paid
out to the contractor until the end of
their service with the Peace Corps,
which sometimes can be more than a
decade.

However, because unspent funds re-
vert back to the U.S. Treasury 5 years
after they are obligated, the Peace
Corps must pay obligations from be-
yond that time frame out of current
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operating funds. The bill would create
a fund into which those obligations
could be paid as they accrue, which can
be used only for that purpose. Since
this does not affect Peace Corps appro-
priations or obligations, there are no
costs associated with this fix.

This also provides us with an oppor-
tunity, Mr. Speaker, to again commend
the Peace Corps and its many volun-
teers for the important work that they
do in building bridges of understanding
between the American people and com-
munities, families, and individuals
overseas.

We support this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from American Samoa
(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3528.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

VIETNAM HUMAN RIGHTS ACT OF
2007

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 3096) to promote freedom
and democracy in Vietnam, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3096

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘“‘Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2007°.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Findings.

Sec. 3. Purpose.

TITLE I—PROHIBITION ON NONHUMANI-
TARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE GOVERN-
MENT OF VIETNAM

Sec. 101. Bilateral nonhumanitarian assist-

ance.

TITLE II—ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT

DEMOCRACY IN VIETNAM
Sec. 201. Assistance.
TITLE III—UNITED STATES PUBLIC
DIPLOMACY

Sec. 301. Radio Free Asia transmissions to
Vietnam.

Sec. 302. United States educational and cul-
tural exchange programs with
Vietnam.

TITLE IV—UNITED STATES REFUGEE
POLICY

Sec. 401. Refugee resettlment for nationals

of Vietnam.

TITLE V—ANNUAL REPORT ON
PROGRESS TOWARD FREEDOM AND DE-
MOCRACY IN VIETNAM

Sec. 501. Annual report.
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The relationship between the United
States and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
has grown substantially over the past 12
years, with annual trade between the 2 coun-
tries reaching over $9,000,000,000 per year.

(2) The Government of Vietnam’s transi-
tion toward greater economic freedom and
trade has not been matched by greater polit-
ical freedom and substantial improvements
in human rights for many Vietnamese.

(3) The United States Congress agreed to
Vietnam becoming an official member of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) in 2006,
amidst assurances that the Vietnamese Gov-
ernment was steadily improving its human
rights record and would continue to do so.

(4) Vietnam remains a one-party state,
ruled and controlled by the Communist
Party of Vietnam (CPV), which continues to
deny the right of citizens to change their
government.

(5) Although in recent years the National
Assembly of Vietnam has played an increas-
ingly active role as a forum for highlighting
local concerns, corruption, and inefficiency,
the National Assembly remains subject to
the direction of the CPV and the CPV main-
tains control over the selection of candidates
in national and local elections.

(6) The Government of Vietnam forbids
public challenge to the legitimacy of the
one-party state, restricts freedoms of opin-
ion, the press, and association and tightly
limits access to the Internet and tele-
communication.

(7) Since Vietnam’s accession to the WTO
on January 11, 2007, the Vietnamese Govern-
ment arbitrarily arrested and imprisoned
several individuals for their peaceful advo-
cacy of democracy, including Father Nguyen
Van Ly and human rights lawyers Nguyen
Van Dai and Le Thi Cong Nhan.

(8) The Government of Vietnam continues
to detain, imprison, place under house ar-
rest, convict, or otherwise restrict persons
for the peaceful expression of dissenting po-
litical or religious views, including Bui Kim
Thanh, Hang Tan Phat, Truong Quoc Huy,
Vu Hoang Hai, Nguyen Ngoc Quang, Pham
Ba Hai, Dr. Le Nguyen Sang, Huynh Nguyen
Dao, Nguyen Bac Truyen, Tran Quoc Hien,
Nguyen Tan Hoanh, Tran Thi Le Hang, Doan
Huu Chuong, Doan Van Dien, Le Ba Triet,
Nguyen Tuan, Tran Thi Thuy Trang, Nguyen
Phong, Nguyen Binh Thanh, Hoang Thi Anh
Dao, Le Thi Le Hang, Tran Khai Thanh
Thuy, Ho Thi Bich Khuong, Hong Trung,
Danh Tol, Kim Muot, Thach Thuong, Ly
Suong, Ly Hoang, Nguyen Van Tho, Le Van
Soc, Nguyen Van Thuy, Duong Thi Tron,
Truong Minh Duc, and Dr. Pham Hong Son,
among others.

(9)(A) The Government of Vietnam con-
tinues to limit freedom of religion and re-
strict the operation of religious organiza-
tions.

(B) Despite reported progress in church
openings and legal registrations of religious
venues, the Government of Vietnam has
halted most positive actions since the De-
partment of State lifted the ‘‘country of par-
ticular concern’ (CPC) designation for Viet-
nam in November 2006.

(C) Unregistered ethnic minority Protes-
tant congregations suffer severe abuses be-
cause of actions by the Government of Viet-
nam, which have included forced renunci-
ations of faith, the arrest and harassment of
pastors, the withholding of social programs
provided for the general population, confis-
cation and destruction of property, and sub-
jection to severe beatings.

(D) The Unified Buddhist Church of Viet-
nam (UBCV) suffers persecutions as the Gov-
ernment of Vietnam continues to restrict



